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MESSAGE FROM OUR SUPERINTENDENT MINISTER 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

CIRCUIT NEWS & MESSAGES 

 

Revd Dr Andy Lyons' Message  
 

Dear Lambeth Circuit – The Methodist Church 
byline for this years Advent and Christmas 
season is ‘Hush the Noise’. I have recently 
experienced lots of noise from the many 
firework events that have happened for Diwali 
and Bonfire Night! So, maybe, it is good to think 
of and hope for some ‘hush’! Mind you in many 
of our churches and in our family celebrations I 
am sure there will be lots of noise as we sing our 
carols and open our presents and share food 
and conversation around dinner tables.  
But let us also make time and space throughout 
the season to contemplate the ‘Good News’ 
that we celebrate this Christmas time. The 
liturgy for the first Sunday of Advent, published 
on the Methodist Church web site, is given 
below. Perhaps it is picking up the words from 
It Came Upon a Midnight Clear (StF 205 vs 3) – 
‘O hush the noise, you men of strife, and hear 
the angels sing’. 
 

Advent dawns with lights strung high and 
music everywhere, 
Sights and smells abound around, 
Senses assaulted and confused, 
O hush the noise, 
Let’s hear the angels sing. 
 

Amid the lists and cards and gifts, 
Amid the pleas and “please can we”, 
Amid the chaos of the world, 
O hush the noise, 
Let’s hear the angels sing. 
 

Let’s seek to see and seek to hear. 
Let’s seek to feel and seek to know. 
Let’s seek to find peace and love. 
O hush the noise, 
Let’s hear the angels sing. 
 

The world is full of strife. This year has seen 
the continuance of the war in Ukraine and the 
destruction of Gaza. 
 

 

 

A civil war continues in Sudan, fighting goes on 
in Myanmar and many other places face conflict 
and violence. We can also face strife in our own 
families, churches, neighbourhood and in our 
own souls. And yet…And yet… Into our world 
God gives us his child to bring peace. O that we 
all, world leaders, churches, other faiths, local 
leaders and family members might hush 
themselves, and hear the angels sing ‘Peace on 
Earth’. This is God’s desire. 
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Revd Sue Shortman’s Message 
 

Dear Lambeth Circuit Family, 
I write as I begin to settle into life in the 
Lambeth Circuit and grapple with the work that 
God has called me to be here amongst you all. I 
found myself with feelings of excitement and 
hope as I visited the site in Vauxhall currently 
under construction recently a pioneering part 
of the appointment to which I was stationed 
here in The Lambeth Circuit.  It feels very much 
like we are embarking on an important journey 
together—one that has the potential to 
transform not only our circuit but our wider 
community. 
 

As many of you may know, the church in 
Vauxhall was sold a number of years ago and 
after much prayer, reflection and discernment, 
there was a decision made for the circuit to 
keep a presence in that place.  So, working with 
the developer a plan was put in place to create 
a space within the larger development for the 
circuit to engage with the community.  The 
project might be about working with those in 
the community who are at the edges of society 
for one reason or another and in doing so create 
a new community with and alongside people 
from that community. it might be about 
building stronger relationships with the 
surrounding communities.  It will certainly be 
about creating a space where everyone can 
experience God’s love in practical ways.  
Perhaps what the Methodist Church is now 
calling ‘new places for new people’ in which 
new Christian communities are formed with 
those who may not have been connected with 
church and faith previously.   
 

Following the visit to the project I realised that 
we are now at a stage where some decisions 
need to be made about what this space that has 
been set aside for the church might look like.  
What do we need the contractors to put in 
there now -  before it is handed over to us?  
Where might the toilets and kitchen sensibly 
be? Should it be divided up in some way now or 
do we wait until later when we have more of an 
idea about how the space will be used?  
 

This project isn’t something that can be 
accomplished by just a few; it requires the 
collective effort of our entire circuit,  Each on of  

 

us has something unique to contribute, and 
together, we can make a lasting difference. 
 

Our community is filled with individuals and 
families who are struggling—whether it's due 
to loneliness, financial hardship, or simply the 
pressures of daily life. As a church, we are called 
to be a beacon of hope and light. This project is 
an opportunity to connect with people letting 
them know that they are seen, loved, and 
valued. By coming together, we can provide 
practical help, build relationships, and offer the 
love of Christ in a tangible way. 
 

I believe that everyone in our circuit family has 
something to offer. Whether you are able to 
volunteer your time, donate resources, offer 
your skills, or simply pray for the success of this 
project, there is a place for you on this team. 
Here are some ways you can be part of this 
exciting initiative: 
 

• Volunteering: We need people to help 
organise, plan, and execute different 
aspects of the project, from community 
outreach to logistics and event planning. 

• Skills and Talents: Whether you have 
experience in community organising, 
teaching, cooking, administration, or simply 
offering a listening ear, your gifts are 
needed! 

• Prayer and Support: If you’re unable to 
physically participate, your prayers are 
essential and will be the foundation of its 
success. 

Scripture reminds us that "Two are better than 
one, because they have a good return for their 
labor" (Ecclesiastes 4:9). When we work 
together, supporting one another, we can 
accomplish far more than we ever could on our 
own. This project is not just about meeting a 
need; it’s about building community—not just 
in the broader sense, but within our circuit as 
well. 
•  

If you feel a nudge in your heart to be part of 
this project please reach out to me and if you 
have any questions or would like to meet with 
me to chat about it do be in touch.    

Let’s build something beautiful together and in 
doing so help to transform our community. 
 

If you want to want to read more about the  
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new places for new people initiative access 
material online at… 
https://www.methodist.org.uk/for-
churches/evangelism-growth/new-places-for-
new-people/ 
 

or if you prefer a hard copy booklet I have a 
few available so just let me know. 
 

With every blessing and much excitement for 
the journey ahead, 
 

Sue Shortman 

 
 

 
 

  

The Community for Spiritual Formation 
Friday 10th & Saturday 11th January 2025 

Eastern Epiphanies 
 

An online overnight retreat with Nicola 
Vidamour:  Methodist Minister who currently 
serves as the Director of Reflective Pastoral 
Supervision at Wesley House, Cambridge.   
Nicola spent a year in Moscow as a student and 
was the Associate Pastor of a Methodist 
Church in Pskov, Russia from 2003-2009. The 
story of the magi and the star which appeared 
in the east played a significant role in her call 
to ordination Nicola will use a series of 
paintings by the Russian artist Nikolai Roerich 
to help us reflect on the ways in which Christ is 
revealed to us today. She will also share 
something of her encounters with Russia and 
Russians – past and present. Her book, Where 
Two Rivers Meet:  Russian Windows on the 
Gospel is available from Sacristy Press. 
 

Programme for the event 
Friday 10th: 7:30 – 9:00pm 
7:30pm Gathering, welcome & orientation 
• Short shared silence 
• Listening and Learning 1 – including 
questions for overnight reflection 
• Night Prayer 
• Disperse (participants spending time in 
silence if they wish/are able to do so) 
Saturday 11th: 9am – 1pm 
9:00am Morning Prayer 
• Plenary – reflecting on the questions & 
theme together 
• Listening and Learning 2 
• An hour of silence (individually off screen) 
12 noon Plenary sharing together 
12.30pm Midday Prayer and close 
Further Information 
To register for this event please email 
fivedaycsf@btinternet.com by Friday 3rd Jan  
Worship material will be sent by email in 
advance. It is important to be present for the 
whole event. 
Cost: Donations to the Community are invited 
with a suggested minimum amount of £10. 
This can be Gift Aided; forms and bank details 
will be shared when you register. 
To find out more about the Community for 
Spiritual Formation please visit: 
https://5daycommunity.com/ 
 

 

 

WORDSEARCH 
 

CANDLE  FESTIVE NATIVITY 
CAROLLERS GOODWILL PRESENTS 
CHESTNUTS GREETINGS TIDINGS 
CHIMNEY JESUS WREATH 
CHRISTMAS MANGER YULETIDE 
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Revd Lena Ali’s Message 
 

I would like to begin by thanking you all for your 
prayers, support, cards and messages of 
sympathy following the death of my 34 year old 
niece Neela in Orlando on the Friday 18th 
October 2024. She died after a brief illness and 
we are all trying to come to terms with our loss. 
 

Despite our trials and tribulations, life goes on 
and once again we have come full circle as we 
move rapidly to the Church year which begins 
with the first Sunday of Advent on the 1st 
December 2024.  
 

The Church year ends on the last Saturday of 
Ordinary time which falls this year on the 31st 
November 2024. Advent comes from a Latin 
word for “coming” and the season of Advent is a 
time of preparation and expectation for the 
coming celebration of our Lord’s nativity, and for 
the final coming of Christ “in power and glory.” 
 

In the life of the Church, there are 6 seasons: 
Advent, Christmas, Epiphany, Lent, Easter and 
Ordinary Season. Technically, Ordinary Time has 
two parts, but it remains one season. The first 
part begins right after the Feast of the Epiphany 
and runs until Shrove Tuesday, the day before 
Ash Wednesday (when Lent begins). The second 
part begins the Monday after Pentecost and 
runs until the First Sunday of Advent. 
 

For many people, opportunities to celebrate 
Advent and Christmas will be denied this year. 
The Palestinian Christians and other Christians 
elsewhere in the world continue to live in 
uncertain and perilous times and it is sad and 
disheartening that there is so much suffering in 
the very land where Our Saviour walked, and 
where prospects of peace seem like a distant 
dream; there and elsewhere in the world.  
 

It is enough to make us feel downcast, helpless 
and even hopeless because the way forward 
seems so unclear.  
 

As many of us will be preparing to celebrate at 
this sacred time of the year, I pray that our 
hearts will go out to our unfortunate and 
suffering sisters and brothers who are facing 
natural disasters, wars, displacement and so 
many hardships, too many to name. Their food 
baskets and stomachs will remain empty. 

 

As we think of the angels on that first 
Christmas night declaring "peace on earth" and 
then the star which guided the wisemen, it 
seems that in the unforeseeable future, the 
light is hidden.  This does not mean there is no 
hope.  
 

When Christians join together, worship and 
pray together and pray for justice and peace, it 
is a sign of hope. 
 

The greatest statement of hope which was 
ever made was at Christmas, when Jesus came 
into the world. God reveals himself in Christ, 
the Word made flesh, the Son of God and Son 
of Man, and the light of truth is made present 
amongst us in Christ. Let us celebrate and pray 
and praise that the presence of Christ amongst 
us, as God’s great gift to the world. The light 
shines in the darkness. 
 

I sincerely pray and wish that you will all have 
a Happy and Holy Christmas and the New Year 
will bring fresh blessings to you and your loved 
ones. 
 

Lena 
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CIRCUIT PREACHING PLAN Year C – Dec 2024 to February 2025 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

LOVE CAME DOWN... 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

DECEMBER 2024 

SUNDAY SERVICES 
1 8 15 22 29 

1st Sunday of 
Advent  

2nd Sunday of 
Advent 

3rd Sunday of 
Advent 

4th Sunday of 
Advent 

1st of Christmas 

CHURCHES TIME 

Jeremiah 33:14-16 

Psalm 25:1-10 

1 Thessalonians 

3:9-13 

Luke 21:25-36 

 

Baruch 5:1-9 

 or Malachi 3:1-4 

Canticle: 

Benedictus (Luke 

1:68-79) 

Philippians 1:3-11 

Luke 3:1-6 

 

Zephaniah 3:14-20 

Canticle: Isaiah 

12:2-6 

Philippians 4:4-7 

Luke 3:7-18 

Micah 5:2-5a 

Canticle: Magnificat 

(Luke 1:46b-55) 

 or Psalm 80:1-7 

Hebrews 10:5-10 

Luke 1:39-45 (46-

55) 

 

1 Samuel 2:18-20, 

26 

 Psalm 148 

 Colossians 3:12-17 

 Luke 2:41-52 

 

BRIXTON HILL 11:00am Markay HC Ashworth Markay AA Smyth - Carols Kyei 

CLAPHAM 11:00am Lyons HC Cofie Lyons  Lyons Oyeledun 

Zoom Sign-in 
Details:   
934 1927 0108  
Password:  
121356 

6:00pm 
Zoom Service 
open to all Circuit 
Members  

CTIC Service 
Christingle – Circuit 

Service 3 pm 
 Lyons – Carols  

LAMBETH 
WALK 10:00am Shortman HC Oyeledun Shortman Lyons -- Carols Shortman 

MOSTYN 
ROAD 11:00am N/S N/S N/S N/S Markay HC 

RAILTON 
ROAD 11:00am Ali HC Lyons Ali Carols Amoah-Arko LA 

SPRINGFIELD 10:30am Dormon King HC Sackey Markay King 

STOCKWELL 10:30am King HC Markay Dormon King LA 

STREATHAM 10:30am Amoah-Arko Shortman Ovenden Shortman - Carols Sackey 

TULSE HILL 10:30am Smyth Ali HC King Ali - Carols LA 

OTHER SERVICES IN THIS QUARTER 
Circuit Christingle  8 December 3 pm @ Clapham    

Carol Service  22 December 3.00 pm  -  

Joint All Age @ Stockwell 

  

Christmas Eve Clapham 11.30 - HC   

Christmas Day Brixton Hill - 10am  - Markay 

Lambeth Walk 9.30 - Shortman 

Clapham – 11 am - Lyons 

Tulse Hill 10 am  - Lyons 

Stockwell 10.30 – LA 

Springfield 10.30 - King 

Streatham – 11 am - Shortman 

Watchnight  10.30 pm - Joint Watchnight 

Service @ Springfield  

Brixton Hill -11 pm Clapham – 11 pm 
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CIRCUIT PREACHING PLAN Year C – Dec 2024 to February 2025 

 

 

JANUARY 2025 
SUNDAY SERVICES 5 12 19 26 

2nd Sunday of 
Christmas 

Sunday after the 
Epiphany 

2nd Sunday in  
Ordinary time 

3rd  Sunday in  
Ordinary time 

Jeremiah 31:7-14 

 Psalm 147:12-20 

 Ephesians 1:3-14 

John 1:(1-9) 10-18 

 

Baptism of the Lord 

Isaiah 43:1-7 

Psalm 29 

Acts 8:14-17 

Luke 3:15-17, 21-22 

 

Isaiah 62:1-5 

Psalm 36:5-10 

1 Corinthians 12:1-11 

John 2:1-11 

3 

 

Nehemiah 8:1-3, 5-6, 

8-10 

Psalm 19 

1 Corinthians 12:12-

31a 

Luke 4:14-21 

 

CHURCHES TIME 

BRIXTON HILL 11:00am Markay Cov Cofie Markay AA LA 

CLAPHAM 11:00am Lyons Cov Ashworth Lyons Kyei 

Zoom Sign-in Details: 
934 1927 0108 
Password:  121356 

6:00pm 
Zoom Service 
open to all Circuit 
Members 

   Lyons HC 

LAMBETH WALK 10:00am Shortman Cov Markay Ovenden  LA 

MOSTYN ROAD 11:00am N/S N/S N/S Markay Cov 

RAILTON ROAD 11:00am Ali Cov Oyeledun Tackie-Yarboi King 

SPRINGFIELD 10:30am LA King Cov Smyth Lyons 

STOCKWELL 10:30am King Cov Lyons Ali Oyeledun 

STREATHAM 10:30am Dormon Shortman Cov LA Shortman 

TULSE HILL 10:30am Amoah-Arko Ali Cov Shortman LA 

FEBRUARY 2025 
SUNDAY SERVICES 2 9 16 23 

4th Sunday in  
Ordinary time 

5th Sunday in  
Ordinary time 

6th  Sunday in  
Ordinary time 

7th  Sunday in  Ordinary 
time 

Jeremiah 1:4-10 

Psalm 71:1-6 

1 Corinthians 13:1-13 

Luke 4:21-30 

 

 

Isaiah 6:1-8 (9-13) 

Psalm 138 

1 Corinthians 15:1-11 

Luke 5:1-11 

 

Jeremiah 17:5-10 

Psalm 1 

1 Corinthians 15:12-20 

Luke 6:17-26 

 

Genesis 45:3-11,15 

Psalm 37:1-11, 39-40 

1 Corinthians 15:35-38, 

42-50 

Luke 6:27-38 

 

 

CHURCHES TIME 

BRIXTON HILL 11:00am Markay HC Ovenden Shortman Tackie-Yarboi 

CLAPHAM 11:00am Lyons HC Lyons Lyons AA LA 

Zoom Sign-in Details:   
934 1927 0108  
Password:  121356 

6:00pm 
Zoom Service 
open to all Circuit 
Members 

   Lyons HC 

LAMBETH WALK 10:00am Shortman HC King Moore LA 

MOSTYN ROAD 11:00am N/S N/S N/S Markay HC 

RAILTON ROAD 11:00am Ali HC LA Smyth Shortman 

SPRINGFIELD 10:30am Ovenden Oyeledun King HC King 

STOCKWELL 10:30am King HC LA LA Smyth 

STREATHAM 10:30am Ashworth Shortman - HC Dormon Ali 

TULSE HILL 10:30am Cofie Ali HC Oyeledun Lyons 
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NEWS FROM CLAPHAM 
 

Clapham Methodist Church  
150th Anniversary 
Celebration 
 

We are grateful and thankful 
to God for reaching this 
milestone in the life of our Church family.  Our 
150th years Anniversary celebration started on 
Saturday the 19th of October 2024, from 2:00 - 
6:00 p.m. with the Church Exhibition, on how the 
church evolved and grew over the years,  its 
history and personal stories of our church 
members who witnessed the growth and 
progress of the church as a congregation and the 
changes of the building as well,  with all our ups 
and downs.  As part of the Exhibition, 
refreshment was served throughout the day. 
 

We are grateful to Liz and 
everyone who helped put up 
all the display and managed 
to produce photos/images of 
our old Church and how it 
changes over the years, they 
even managed to dig out 
some relics like this chair from 

the original Church.  Below are images of our 
Church @ Clapham High Street… 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 

Celebratory t-shirts were either given away or 

sold to raise fund/donations which were worn 
throughout the afternoon.  The evening event 
was celebrated through worship, songs of praise 

NEWS FROM CLAPHAM 
 

and stories of the  church then and now. 
Different groups participated - the Church choir, 
the Young peoples’ music group , the Ghanaian 
fellowship, the Men’s Choir and they all rendered 
beautiful music. 
 

The Quiz Night was led by the Junior Church.  There 
were Camp-Fire songs by the Guides, worship, 
songs of praise and stories of the church then and 
now. Different groups participated - the Church 
choir, the Young peoples’ music group , the 
Ghanaian fellowship, the Men’s Choir and they all 
rendered beautiful music. 
 

Our Guest of Honour was the Mayor of Lambeth, 
Cllr. John Paul Ennis.  Ministers, past and present 
like Rev. David Read, Ms. Ann Hopwood, Rev. 
Hazel Forecast, Rev. Norman Grigg. Rev. Eleanor & 
Roy Jackson, Rev. Elizabeth Osei, Rev. Father 
Jonathan from St. Peter & St. Paul’s Churches and 
also our very own Ministers within the Circuit 
came and celebrated with us.  
 

On Sunday the 
20th of Oct 
2024 at 10:30 
a.m. members 
gathered at 
Clapham 
Common near 
Holy Trinity  
church) in 
spite of the 
rain we 
marched with 
joy holding 
our banner and paraded to the church singing 
and praising God.  That Sunday service was well 
attended. 
 

Our Guest Preacher the  Rev. Rob Hufton was 
taken ill so our very own Rev. Dr. Andy Lyons led 
the service. The celebration continued with a  
lovely lunch in the church hall which was 
beautifully decorated and to end up we had  a 
lovely anniversary 
cake.   
 

Many thanks to all of 
you who made this a 
memorable one.  
Thanks be to God! 



9 
 
 

NEWS FROM STREATHAM 
 

On September 22nd we celebrated Harvest. The 
service was taken by our minister Rev Sue who 
told us a story about a homeless lady who found 
a basket containing ten apples next to her when 
she woke up. Rev Sue used this story to remind 
us of all the good things that we have. This 
homeless woman ate three of the apples, 
exchanged three for a bed for the night and three 
for some clothes leaving one apple. What did she 
decide to do with this one apple? She gave it 
away! Even in her poverty she was generous to 
others. Does this remind you of any of the stories 
or the miracles of Jesus? 
Just like with Jesus’ parables there are different 
levels of understanding. We can just think well 
that a nice story or we can take it to heart and 
see what this could mean for us.  
These are the question the congregation were 
asked: 
 

Ø Did you come to church today without any 
breakfast because there was no food in the 
house? 

Ø Do you have a spare bedroom in your house? 
Ø Do you have more clothes than will fit into 

one wardrobe? 
Please think about these questions as you 
remember all that we have and take some action 
in response to others needs. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The children at Streatham had learnt a song 
“Harvest Samba”. They sang this and the 
congregation joined in the chorus. 
 

It’s another Harvest Festival 
When we bring our fruit and vegetables 
Cause we want to share the best of all 

NEWS FROM STREATHAM 
 

The Good things that we’ve been given 
It’s another opportunity 

To be grateful for the things we eat 
With a samba celebration to say 

Thank you to God the Father 
 

Members of the congregation brought Harvest 
gifts of tinned and packaged goods for those in 
need. The biscuits, cup a Soup and tea bags have 
been taken to the Foodbank session at Brixton 
Hill where they are being used to provide snacks 
for those who need help. At the session when the 
goods were taken there were about thirteen 
single men receiving advice and Food Parcels. 
These men have been referred by various 
agencies in Lambeth as being in Food Poverty. 
Who knows what their back story is but you must 
be very desperate to be living on the streets or in 
need of emergency food. The rest of the Harvest 
donations were taken to the Foodbank 
Warehouse in Streatham and will be used to 
make up food parcels for those in need in our 
borough.  
 

After our Harvest Service we had a Bring and 
Share lunch in the hall. This was the first time we 
had done this since before Covid so it was a very 
happy occasion. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Thank You Lord for all that you have given us 
Help us to use your gifts wisely and share with 

those in need 
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NAME THE CHRISTMAS CAROL 
 

Name the Title of the Christmas Carol below… 
1. Round your Virgin Mother and Child… 
2. And Heaven and Nature sing… 
3. ‘Tis the season to be jolly… 
4. God and sinners reconciled… 
5. O come, O wisdom from in high… 
6. Joyful and triumphant… 
7. Looked down where He lay… 
8. O tidings of comfort and joy… 
9. On a cold winter’s night that was so deep… 
10. Hang a shining star upon the highest bough… 
11. City sidewalk, busy sidewalks dress in holiday 

style… 
12. Please have snow and mistletoe and present 

under the tree.. 
13. Bearing gifts we traverse afar… 
14. Here to stay is a new bird, we sing a love song 

as we go along… 
15. Where the treetops glisten and children 

listen… 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

ANSWER TO WORDSEARCH 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 

SOLUTION TO SUDOKU 
 

Sudoku 019 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Sudoku 020 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

A CHRISTMAS MIRACLE 
by:  Katherine Kehler 

All who are oppressed may come to Him. He is a 
refuge for them in their times of trouble (Psalm 9:9) 
 

My father was born and spent his first 15 years in 
the Ukraine.  One Christmas his two older 
brothers bought their parents, a German-made 
Christmas musical wind-up tree stand.  It was 
mechanical and played Silent Night.  It brought 
great joy to this family of ten. 
Not long after, the country experienced World 
War I and then the Russian revolution.  Many 
people endured tremendous persecution - 
women were raped and fathers were kidnapped 
and murdered. Thieves arrived at the homes, 
demanded food and stole whatever they wanted, 
including the horses. 
During one of those raids, God used this 
Christmas tree stand to perform a miracle and 
save their lives.  It was Christmas Eve and the tree 
was in the stand playing Silent Night.  The door 
burst open and a gang of ruffians stormed in, all 
holding guns.  Fear spread through each family 
member as they wandered what would happen 
next.  Then, without saying a word they backed 
out of the house.  God used the tree and Silent 
Night to save their lives. 
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HISTORY OF HYMNS 
 

HISTORY OF "LET THERE BE PEACE ON EARTH" 
by:  Jill Jackson and Sy Miller 

 

The United Methodist Hymnal No. 431 
 

Let there be peace on earth, 
and let it begin with me; 
let there be peace on earth, 
the peace that was meant to be. 
 

With God our creator, 
family all are we. 
Let us walk with each other 
in perfect harmony.* 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=BpzUyzVEFZc 
 

Sy Miller (1908-1971) and his wife Jill Jackson-
Miller (1913-1995) collaborated to produce a 
song that has become a signature composition 
devoted to world peace and harmony among 
peoples. 
 

Jill Jackson-Miller (1913 – 1995) was born Evelyn 
Merchant in Lawrence, Missouri.  Jill was three 
years old when her mother died and was legally 
adopted by age 12.  After a traumatic childhood, 
she ended up in Hollywood and under several 
different screen names, appeared in a number of 
western movies and other productions. When 
she got married, at her husband’s request, she 
gave up acting to raise a family.   
 

When  her first marriage ended, she sought 
‘peace’ through an unsuccessful suicide  attempt.  
In an interview Jill said - “When I attempted 
suicide [in 1944] and I didn’t succeed, I knew for 
the first time unconditional love—which God is. 
You are totally loved, totally accepted, just the 
way you are. In that moment I was not allowed 
to die, and something happened to me, which is 
very difficult to explain. I had an eternal moment 
of truth, in which I knew I was loved, and I knew 
I was here for a purpose.”   
Her  recovery  led  to  a  new,  deeply  spiritual  
life.  This realization was followed by years of 

exploring her spiritual 
nature and her 
relationship with God.  
Jill discovered her love 
for writing, and began 
writing songs with Sy 
Miller after they 
married in 1949.  

In  1955 she wrote the lyric of the song and her  

HISTORY OF HYMNS 
 

husband wrote the melody of  ”Let  There  Be 
Peace  on  Earth  and  Let  It  Begin  With  Me” - 
that  brought  unsuspected  fame.  The song was 
introduced at a California retreat to a group of 
young people who were from a wide variety of  
religious, ethnic and socio-economic 
backgrounds.  The couple wrote numerous songs 
but ‘Let there be peace…’ is the one that 
achieved worldwide acclaim an won them many 
prestigious awards. 
 

The song has been recorded by vocal artists 
including Tennessee Ernie Ford, Pat Boone, 
Mahalia Jackson, Johnny Mathis and Placido 
Domingo. 
 

‘Let  There  Be Peace  on  
Earth  and  Let  It  Begin  
With  Me’, is an  appeal  for  
world peace  beginning  
within  each  person which 
helped create a climate for 
world peace and 
understanding.  Jill devoted the rest of her life 
speaking about peace and working toward the 
cause of world peace.  Jill  died  in  1995,  leaving  
a  song  which is both  personal  and  dedicated 
to a better understanding of   
peace within and of world peace. 
 

JOKE ONLY 
 

Christmas Service 
It was a cold and misty Christmas morning in the 
very depth of Winter after a heavy fall of snow 
and only one farmer and the minister managed 
to arrive at the church for the morning service. 
“Well,” said the clergyman “I guess there’s no 
point in having a service today.” 
“Well that’s not how I see it,” said the farmer. “If 
only one cow turns up at feeding time, I still feed 
it.” 
 

True story 
The nativity play was going as planned and 
Joseph and Mary were going from house to 
house knocking on the doors and asking it there 
was any room for them.  As they continued to get 
"no room" answers, a little voice called from the 
back "YOU SHOULD HAVE BOOKED!" bringing the 
house down. 
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SUDOKU 
 
 

Sudoku stimulates your mind: It works on your logical 
thinking process as you are absorbed in solving a puzzle 
and eventually improve your number skills.  Solving 
Sudoku involves executive cognitive functions, most 
importantly problem-solving and decision-making, keeps 
your brain active and reduces the risk of Alzheimer's, a 
most common cause of dementia that affects a person's 
thinking and behavioural skills. 
 

Sudoku 019 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Sudoku 020 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Acknowledgement: 
www.ixabay.com 
uk.pinterest.com 
www.google.co.uk 
https://www.puzzles.ca/sudoku 
https://puzzlemaker.discoveryeducation.com/ 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=BpzUyzVEFZc 

 
 

ANSWER to NAME THE CHRISTMAS CAROL 
 

Name the Title of the Christmas Carol below… 
 

1. Round your Virgin Mother and Child… 
Ans:  Silent Night  

2. And Heaven and Nature sing… 
Ans:  Joy to the World 

3. ‘Tis the season to be jolly… 
Ans:  Deck the Halls 

4. God and sinners reconciled… 
Ans:  Hark the Herald 

5. O come, O wisdom from in high… 
Ans:  O come, O come Emmanuel 

6. Joyful and triumphant… 
Ans:  O Come all ye Faithful 

7. Looked down where He lay… 
Ans:  Away in a Manger  

8. O tidings of comfort and joy… 
Ans:  God Rest ye merry gentlemen 

9. On a cold winter’s night that was so deep… 
Ans:  The first Noel 

10. Hang a shining star upon the highest bough… 
Ans: Have yourself a merry little Christmas 

11. City sidewalk, busy sidewalks dress in holiday 
style… 
Ans:  Silver Bells 

12. Please have snow and mistletoe and present 
under the tree.. 
Ans:  I’ll be home for Christmas 

13. Bearing gifts we traverse afar… 
Ans:  We three Kings 

14. Here to stay is a new bird, we sing a love song 
as we go along… 
Ans:  Winter Wonderland 

15. Where the treetops glisten and children 
listen… 
Ans:  I’m dreaming of a white Christmas 

 
  

 

A GIFT THIS CHRISTMAS 
To your enemy - forgiveness, 
To your opponent - tolerance. 
To a friend - your heart. 
To a customer - service. 
To all men - charity. 
To every child - a good example. 
To yourself – respect. 
 

Author: Unknown  
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CIRCUIT PREACHING PLAN Year C – DECEMBER 2024; JANUARY, FEBRUARY 2025 

        

      OTHER SERVICES IN THIS QUARTER 
 Circuit Christingle 08 December 3pm @ Clapham  

   Carol Service 22 December 3.00pm - Joint All Age @ Stockwell 

Christmas Eve Clapham 11.30 – HC 

Christmas Day Brixton Hill - 10am  - Markay  Clapham – 11am – Lyons  Stockwell 10.30 – LA Tulse Hill 10am  - Lyons 

   Lambeth Walk 9.30 – Shortman Springfield 10.30 – King Streatham - 11am – Shortman 

Watchnight 10.30pm - Joint Watchnight Service @ Springfield Brixton Hill -11pm Clapham - 11pm 
 

Preachers unable to fulfil an appointment should arrange for an accredited substitute and inform the Superintendent Minister.  Blocked dates MARCH, APRIL, MAY 2025& articles to the Circuit Office by 14 January 2025. 

 
 

 
SUNDAY SERVICES 

DECEMBER 2024 JANUARY 2025 FEBRUARY 2025 
1 8 15 22 29 5 12 19 26 2 9 16 23 

1st Sunday of 
Advent  

2nd Sunday of 
Advent 

3rd Sunday of 
Advent 

4th Sunday of 
Advent 

1st of 
Christmas 

2nd Sunday of 
Christmas 

Sunday after 
the Epiphany 

2nd Sunday in  
Ordinary time 

3rd Sunday in  
Ordinary time 

4th Sunday 
in  Ordinary 

time 

5th Sunday in  
Ordinary time 

6th  Sunday 
in  Ordinary 

time 

7th  Sunday in  
Ordinary time 

Jeremiah 

33:14-16 

Psalm 25:1-

10 

1 

Thessalonian

s 3:9-13 

Luke 21:25-

36 

 

Baruch 5:1-9 

 or Malachi 

3:1-4 

Canticle: 

Benedictus 

(Luke 1:68-

79) 

Philippians 

1:3-11 

Luke 3:1-6 

 

Zephaniah 

3:14-20 

Canticle: 

Isaiah 12:2-6 

Philippians 

4:4-7 

Luke 3:7-18 

Micah 5:2-5a 

Canticle: 

Magnificat 

(Luke 1:46b-

55) 

 or Psalm 

80:1-7 

Hebrews 

10:5-10 

Luke 1:39-45 

(46-55) 

 

1 Samuel 

2:18-20, 26 

 Psalm 148 

 Colossians 

3:12-17 

 Luke 2:41-52 

 

Jeremiah 

31:7-14 

 Psalm 

147:12-20 

 Ephesians 

1:3-14 

John 1:(1-9) 

10-18 

 

Baptism of 

the Lord 

Isaiah 43:1-7 

Psalm 29 

Acts 8:14-17 

Luke 3:15-17, 

21-22 

 

Isaiah 62:1-5 

Psalm 36:5-

10 

1 Corinthians 

12:1-11 

John 2:1-11 

3 

 

Nehemiah 

8:1-3, 5-6, 8-

10 

Psalm 19 

1 Corinthians 

12:12-31a 

Luke 4:14-21 

 

Jeremiah 

1:4-10 

Psalm 71:1-

6 

1 

Corinthians 

13:1-13 

Luke 4:21-

30 

 

 

Isaiah 6:1-8 (9-

13) 

Psalm 138 

1 Corinthians 

15:1-11 

Luke 5:1-11 

 

Jeremiah 

17:5-10 

Psalm 1 

1 Corinthians 

15:12-20 

Luke 6:17-26 

 

Genesis 45:3-

11,15 

Psalm 37:1-11, 

39-40 

1 Corinthians 

15:35-38, 42-50 

Luke 6:27-38 

 

 

CHURCHES TIME 
BRIXTON HILL 11:00am Markay HC Ashworth Markay AA Smyth -Carols Kyei Markay Cov Cofie Markay AA LA Markay HC Ovenden Shortman Tackie-Yarboi 

CLAPHAM 

11:00am Lyons HC Cofie Lyons  Lyons Oyeledun Lyons Cov Ashworth Lyons Kyei Lyons HC Lyons Lyons AA LA 

6:00pm 
 CTIC Service 

Christingle – 

Circuit Service 

3 pm 

 Lyons – Carols     Lyons HC    Lyons HC 

LAMBETH WALK 10:00am Shortman HC Oyeledun Shortman Lyons - Carols Shortman Shortman Cov Markay Ovenden  LA 
Shortman 

HC 
King Moore LA 

MOSTYN RD 11:00am N/S N/S N/S N/S Markay HC N/S N/S N/S Markay Cov N/S N/S N/S Markay HC 

RAILTON RD 11:00am Ali HC Lyons Ali Carols Amoah-Arko LA Ali Cov Oyeledun Tackie-Yarboi King Ali HC LA Smyth Shortman 

SPRINGFIELD 10:30am Dormon King HC Sackey Markay King LA King Cov Smyth Lyons Ovenden Oyeledun King HC King 

STOCKWELL 10:30am King HC Markay Dormon King LA King Cov Lyons Ali Oyeledun King HC LA LA Smyth 

STREATHAM 10:30am Amoah-Arko Shortman Ovenden 
Shortman - 

Carols 
Sackey Dormon Shortman Cov LA Shortman Ashworth Shortman - HC Dormon Ali   

TULSE HILL 10:30am Smyth Ali HC King Ali - Carols LA Amoah-Arko Ali Cov Shortman LA Cofie Ali HC Oyeledun Lyons 


